CHAPTER VI
META INCOGNITA
N THIS second voyage to the north-
west a new Frobisher begins to emerge
from the pages of the old chronicles.
He is no longer the truculent mer-
cenary rover, the master mariner liv-
ing under suspicion of piracy.   He is
"adniirall" and "generall" of the ex-
pedition under royal patronage.   The
strain of leadership into the Ultima Thule brings out
a deeper note in his character.   And he is fortunate at
this time in having with him a man who was not only a
captain courageous, a resourceful leader, and a shrewd
observer, but the owner of a remarkable prose style.
George Best, who has already been quoted in his report
of the first voyage, communicated to him orally by the
admiral, will be drawn upon again for the voyages in
which he sailed.   The strength and beauty of Best's
concise and complete account is comprehended when one
remembers that he was observing and writing just ten
years after Archbishop Parker had written Lord Burgh-
ley that "after much toil" the English Bible had been
completed.  Best was a man who quite easily could have
been in later life in the pit of the Globe.   Shakespeare
was twelve years old, a Warwickshire country boy, when
Frobisher and Best were facing the freezing gales and
"fleeting Islands" of Ice in the Northern Sea.   And it is
not difficult to detect, under the^sailorlike directness